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ABSTRACT

Learning languages in general and English in particular is extremely important
in today’s urbanized countries. English is globally popular, and EFL rotates through
four skills: Listening, Speaking, Reading, and Writing. Among them, learners'
ultimate skill is writing, which is also the skill learners have the most difficulty with
based on the results of the Academic IELTS test (2019). To hone writing skills,
learners need grammatical and rich vocabulary knowledge. In order to make words
and sentences more vivid, applying collocations is not useless. With the purpose of
promoting EFL students' use of collocations, this study explored the challenges that
major students at Nam Can Tho University have to face when applying collocations
in writing. A mixed quantitative and qualitative method was applied to this study.
The data was collected through a 26-question questionnaire with 200 participants and
a semi-structured interview including 7 questions with 8 English majors at Nam Can
Tho University. The results showed that the difficulties faced by students were at a
high level, more specifically, majored- students faced the most challenges in two
factors: Cultural and Putting collocations in the right contexts factors. Based on these
results, several strategies have been proposed for students and lecturers to improve

the use of collocations.
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TOM LUQC

Hoc ngdn ngit n6i chung va tiéng Anh néi riéng 1a cuc ky quan trong trong céc
qudc gia do thi hoa ngay nay. Tiéng Anh phd bién trén toan cau va nguoi hoc tiéng
anh nhu ngdn ngit thir hai xoay quanh bon k§ ning: Nghe, N6i, Poc va Viét. Trong
s6 d0, k¥ ning cudi cing cua ngudi hoc dat dén 13 ki ning Viét, ciing 13 k§ ning ma
ngudi hoc gip nhiéu khé khan nhat dya vao két qua cua ki thi IELTS nam 2019 . Bé
trau doi k¥ ning viét, nguoi hoc can ¢ kién thirc ngit phap va tir vung phong phu.
Dé 1am cho tir ngit va cAu vin tré nén sinh dong hon, viée ap dung cum tir di chung
vo1 nhau khong phai 1a vo ich. Vi muc dich thic déy viéc str dung cac loai cum tur
nay cua sinh vién hoc tiéng anh nhu ngoai ngit, nghién ciru nay da kham pha nhing
thach thitc ma sinh vién chuyén nganh tai Pai hoc Nam Can Tho phai d6i mat khi ap
dung cum tir di chung véi nhau. Mot phuong phap hon hop dinh lwong va dinh tinh
da dugc 4p dung cho nghién ctru nay. Dir liéu dugc thu thap thong qua mot bang cau
hoi gdm 26 cau hoi voi 200 ngudi tham gia va mot cude phong van ban cau tric gom
7 cau hoi voi 8 sinh vién chuyén nganh tiéng Anh tai Pai hoc Nam Can Tho. Két qua
cho théy nhirng kh6 khan ma sinh vién phai d6i mat & mac do cao. Dua trén nhirng
két qua nay, mot s6 chién luoc da duge dé xuat cho sinh vién va giang vién nham cai

thién viéc str dung cac cum tir c¢b dinh.
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ABBREVIATIONS
EFL.: English as a foreign language

ESL: English as a second language

L2: Second language
L1: First language

SPSS: Statistical Package for the Social Sciences
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